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improvements in the manufacture of white lead, so as to
render it less unhealthy for the labourers.

"Some manufacturers went so far as to ask the legis-
lative interdiction of the manufacture of white lead ; and,
what was astonishing, they succeeded in enlisting in this
retrograde march the generality of white lead manufac-
turers through the medium of certain financial groups."

It will be seen from this remark, that: the white lead
manufacturers of that time, like those of the present day,
cared more for their own particular interests than the
interests of their industry. They also must discount the
buying up of their factories under the form of a good
government indemnity (compensation). What characterises
Leclaire's campaign amongst all the others of the same
kind, and even the last French campaign, 1900-1909, was
the practical turn which it assumed from the beginning,
the official results obtained, and the honours decerned, to
this rich man, to this humanitarian, of the early days. In
1849 Leclaire obtained from the Socicte d' Encouragement,
a gold medal as a proof of its gratitude for his works,
as a whole. In 1850 he obtained, from the Institut, the
grand prix Montyon, for his philanthropic acts.

The first decree interdicting white lead as the result
of this campaign was issued on the 24th August 1849, by
the Minister of Public Works. Afterwards, in February
1851, appeared the famous circular of De Presigny, the
Minister of the Interior, Agriculture, and Commerce.
This circular, so often quoted, so often appealed to, but
almost always given in an incomplete manner, was
printed with great wisdom. Appealing to the order of
the Minister of Public Works, in 1849, and basing him-
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